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Symbol 
Compendium 

 

Angel- The angel represents a message 

from The Divine which can come from 
someone known to the querent, a sign or 
symbol or even the subconscious. A group 
of spiritual creatures and heavenly 
guardians and messengers. Four 
Archangels appear in the Tarot, each of 
which bringing the energy of its work 
assigned by God.  

 Gabriel 
 Michael 
 Uriel 
 Raphael 

 

Ankh - In Egyptian the Ankh represents 

eternal life. The circular portion at the top 
represents the Yoni or Vulva and the shaft 
making the cross represents the Phallus, 
the cross is where the Divine masculine and 
Feminine meet in eternal linkage forever 
perpetuating life. 
 

Anubis - The Jackal headed God of 

ancient Egypt represents the intellect, 
communication and the highest states of 
consciousness. 
 

Apple - Mythological symbol serving many 

functions across cultures from magic to 
sexual bliss. The apple appears in the Tarot 
as a symbol of the temptation of Even in the 
Garden of Eden. 
 

Apron- -Important Masonic symbol 

typically depicting heritage, degree, and the 
Practice of speculative Masonry. In the 
Rider - Waite-Smith deck, the apron is a 
Symbol of operative Masonry 
 

Arch - The Archway represents a pathway 

that may be taken to initiate new 
beginnings. A threshold the person must 
pass through in order to begin a new phase 
of life.  

 

Armour - Armour symbolises that the 

person has prepared themselves for 
challenges ahead and is ready to face any 
opposition or difficulties. It also denotes 
protection. 
 

Banner - Another symbolic threshold 

through which a person must pass. In this 
case the banner can denote something 
more intellectual or spiritual in nature. 
Bag- What you carry with you; past lessons. 
 

Bandage-Healing properties, n ending 

wounds, recent strife. 
 

Banner- _Proclamation. 

 

Beach _Threshold and boundary Space 

where the elements converge, particular 
Earth, air, and water. 
 

Beard - The wisdom acquired by a long 

and rich life. 
 

Bed - Sacred respite and sleep space. 

 

Bench - This symbol represents a period 

of introspection, reflection or pause. A time 
in which the person should not make any 
choices but observe before committing to 
action. 
 

Bind - To harness and contain. 

 

Bird - This symbol is representative of 

freedom, clear speech and clear thought. 
This can also indicate a messenger.  
 

Blindfold - Represents obscurity. It tells 

the person that they may not have all the 
facts or that some information is being 
withheld or hidden. It can also mean that the 
person is in a state of denial because they 
refuse to see the truth of any given 
situation. 
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Blood - Life force. 

 

Bridge - Indicates an opportunity to 

transition from where the person currently is 
to where they wish to be. A change of 
perspective or even a maturing. 
 

Boat-Passage from one reality to another. 

Also see "ship." 
 

Book-Emblem of destiny, wisdom, and 

scholarship. 
 

Bridge Place of passage and space link 

two worlds or realities. 
 

Bull - represents all things Earthly and 

mundane. It is the Zodiac sign of Taurus. It 
can indicate an attainment of wealth or 
material goods. The bull also symbolizes 
strength, vitality and fertility.  
 

Bunny -Fertility and life cycles. 
 

Butterfly - Transformation! Butterflies 

indicate that a change is taking place. The 
person is undergoing a metamorphosis in 
thought, action or beliefs. Freedom and 
individuality will be forthcoming.  
 

Caduceus - The ancient Greek symbol for 

Mercury and the activities governed by him. 
Communication, intellect and co-operation 
are sharpened. Ideal symbol associated 
with reciprocation and balance.  
 

Castle - Protection, Civilization and 

community. This signifies the manifestation 
if a material goal in a person's life. 
Something they have laboured for coming to 
fruition. 
 

Cat - Psychic perceptions and knowing. 

Sensitivity to the unseen. Quiet observation. 
Sensuality and grace. All characteristics of 
cats. 
 

 

 

Chain - Addiction, slavery and 

dependency. Chains represent restriction, 
limitation and bondage. Sometimes can 
indicate imprisonment. 
 

Child / children - Indicate optimism for 

the future. Can also signify the beginning of 
a new endeavour or era in the life of a 
person. Sometimes it can literally mean a 
child or children involved in the situation. 
 

City - Commerce and the urban 

environment. 
 

Circle - This symbol represents infinity, 

eternity, perfection and completion. 
 

Cliff - No going back, potential danger, 

landmark. 
 

Cloak-Transformation, protection and 

devotion; a garment often infused with the 
Magical qualities of a magician or with the 
power to conceal a true identity 
 

Clouds - Signify thoughts and mental 

processes. Depending upon the color and 
shape of the cloud it can indicate clear, 
concise thoughts or uncertainty or 
confusion. 
 

Coffin - Death. 

 

Coins - Commerce, money, and wealth. 
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Colours 
 

 Black - Secrecy, power, mystery, 
authority, elegance, formality, 
rebellion 

 Blue - Calm, peace, love, honesty 
clarity, emotional depth, loyalty 

 Green - Nature, growth, fertility, 
abundance, harmony 

 Grey - Neutrality, potentiality, 
indecision, impartiality, confusion   

 Red - Passion, ambition, authority, 
love, carnality, blood, aggression, 
sensuality  

 White - Purity, innocence, humility, 
honesty,  

 Yellow - Personal power, motivation, 
vitality, good natured 
 

Communion Wafer-According to the 

Christian faith, the communion wafer 
Represents the body, or flesh, of Jesus. 
 

Courtyard - Safety and childhood 

protection. 
 

Crayfish - Represents renewal and cycles 

of life. Shedding old ways to embrace the 
new. A period of growth. It can also denote 
things that are hidden. It can indicate pulling 
oneself from emotional rigidity. 
 

Cross - The cross signifies union. The 

linkage of mind and body, the conscious 
and subconscious, Masculine and feminine. 
The balancing of opposing forces. Also the 
four directions and the four quadrants. The 
triple cross seen in The Hierophant 
represents the holy trinity of God the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

Crown - Spiritual communion. The 

intersection of the Divine to humanity. 
Authority, power and selected by The 
Divine. 
 

Crutches - Support and healing. 

 

Cup - Represents the feminine polarity. 

Signifies receptivity, containment or void 
depending on its orientation. Also 
symbolizes emotion, intuition and 
adaptability. 
 

Dawn - New beginning. Awakening, 

 

Desert - A time of harsh testing. Infertility. 

A period of being static. Feeling isolated. 
Fire element. 
 

Dog - Loyalty and protection. 

Companionship in the physical world. 
Warnings of danger in the person's 
environment. 
 

Dove - Purity, peace and messages from 

The Divine. 
 

Dragon - Dominion, Power and wisdom. 

The Dragon represents knowledge of the 
physical world. A symbol of ancient and 
modern people combining multiple 
elemental creatures usually embodying 
snake or crocodile scales, forelegs and the 
head of a lion, eagle, or hawk. Often winged 
and in various animal combinations. 
 

Eagle - Represents power, truth and 

authority. The ability to see through 
deception and confusion. Signifies 
masculine polarity and is sometimes 
associated with father figures. Also is often 
associated divine inspiration. Also is 
associated with the element of air. 
 

Eclipse-Unique and transitory moment in 

time. 
 

Family - Home and the people you are 

related to including marriage and adoption. 
 

Feather - Connection to the realm of 

spirits. Associated with communication, 
freedom and sometimes flight. 
 

Field - Ploughed- the fecund potential of 

elemental earth. 
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Fish - Signifies messages from the 

subconscious or world of spirits. It is also 
associated with intuition. It can signify 
abundance. Can be associated with 
Christianity. 
 

Flag - The arrival of some important news. 

The herald of an announcement. 
 

Flame - Force of nature for both creation 

and destruction. Indicates transformations 
through removing impurities.  
 

Flowers - Manifestation of elemental earth 

and quantifiable growth 
 

Fruits / Vegetables - Rewards from hard 

work.  
 

Garden - Growth, abundance and return 

on investment. 
 

Garden Tool Object used to make work 

easier and encourage growth. 
 

Gate - Threshold and place of passage 

from one reality to another. 
 

Globe - The world as seen from a wide 

point of view. The big picture. 
 

Grape - Ambition, pleasure & luxury 

 

Halo - (Nimbus-Symbol of divinity in the 

form of glowing radiance. Used in Christian 
iconography dating back to the fifth century 
and adapted from ancient sun gods. 
 

Hammer - Physical labour, concentrated 

efforts, endurance 
 

Hand - Divine intervention, Help and 

support. Reciprocation.  
 

Hand Gesture - imparts hidden language 

and directs the flow of energy 
 

Heart - Love & Charity. The meeting of 

heart & soul 
 

Hebrew Letters -  
Bayt - The relationship between the uncreated 
and its archetypal container 
Gimmel - The wheel contains within itself its 
own potential for transformation via the 
controlled energy which organized by 
consciousness in biological organisms.  
Hay - Self-replicating, living cell, and the 
beginning of the zodiacal evolution of material 
energy. The Involuntary processes of life. 
Vav - Union, the connective, male copulative 
energy; it will become manifest as female in 
existence. 
Zayn - Containing existence, life and potential 
cosmic indetermination, Zain doesn't contribute 
to other letters, but contains its own fulfillment in 
realized freedom. 
Cheth - Indetermination, probability: the pool of 
undifferentiated potentials and probability of 
what might come into being.  
Yod - Existence or Aleph in disguise. Light 
hidden in manifestation. It shows itself to be 
based in a union with archetypal resistance. 
 

Horn (Instrument) a wake-up call. 

 

Horns (Animal) symbol of strength, vitality, 

and masculinity based in ancient religions 
and cattle herding and hunting societies. 
Double symbolism revealed when the horn 
becomes the container and thus imbues the 
masculine symbol with feminine power, i.e., 
the sword transforms into the cup. A classic 
symbol of the devil in Christian belief. 
 

Horse - Movement, strength, vitality, and 

chaos brought to order, companionship, and 
change Universal symbol of power and 
mastery. Associated with all elements, 
Death is usually reflected as a black horse, 
while white horses assume solar power as 
seen in the Death and Sun cards. A horse's 
gait reflects the energy of a situation at the 
heart of a tarot reading. 
 

House -Domesticity, comfort, and home 
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Hobo Bindle - Preparing for a journey (as 

seen in key 0 The Fool) 
 

Ice - Isolation, Unseen profound changes, 

slow, impeded transformation 
 

Infinity - Also known as the Leminiscate 

represents the indestructible nature of 
energy and its Perpetual motion. The link 
between energy and matter.  
 

Iris - Faith, Hope and courage. It 

symbolizes messages, ideas. Also 
connected to the Greek goddess Iris, 
intermediary of the gods. 
 

Jewels - Success, luxury, material wealth, 

assets 
 

Key - Secret, esoteric knowledge 

 

King - Mature masculinity. 

 

Knight - Adventure, teen energy. 

 
Lamp/ Lantern - Enlightenment, truth and 

clarity. Merkaba. Wisdom generated from 
uniting the spiritual and physical 
 

Laurel - Victory, accolades, honours 

 

Leaves - Growth, vitality, prosperity 

 

Lemniscate - Symbol of infinity. 

Lightning - Sudden change. Divine 

intervention with creative and destructive 
consequences. Disaster that brings 
transformation 
 

Lilly - Purity, Innocence, the Divine 

Feminine, fertility, Easter, Rebirth, 
motherhood 
 

Lily Pads/Lotus Flowers- Regenerative 

symbol of the soul. 
 

Lion - Kings and emperors. Archangel 

Michael, Instincts, the animus, Masculine  
 

Mars Glyph - Mars, War, aggression, 

ambition, minimalism, utility, military, 
marshal law, police, and governance 
 

Monk - Organized religion.   

 

Moon - Emotion and intuition, reflection, 

unconscious, subconscious, cycles, new 
beginnings, women, inner world 
 

Mountains - Challenges, adversity, 

growth and improvement in the self after 
overcoming an issue. The incline of the 
mountain indicates the severity of the 
challenge 
 

Nudity - Openness, Uninhibited truth, 

honest, vulnerability, innocence  
 

Ocean - Subconscious mind, mystery, 

adversity when waves are represented, 
force of nature, vastness, potential, entering 
into the unknown 
 

Olive Branch - Represents Peace, 

resolution, completion of a promise, hope 
 

Ouroboros - Symbol of a snake or 

salamander eating its own tail as a symbol 
of infinity and eternity the phrase "one is all" 
often accompanies the image. 
 

Page - Childlike youth, innocence, and 

curiosity 
 

Palm - Victory, success and achievement. 

Accolades and honours 
 

Parents – Family ties 

 

Path - Progression, growth, and self-

discovery, local travels or a short journey.  
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Pentacle - Five-pointed star and 

geometric symbol signifying the four 
elements and the human soul. It was used 
as the seal of Jerusalem from 300 to 150 
BCE. Masons call the symbol a "laming 
star." and it enjoys a long history of magical 
and protective use. When one point s up 
and two points are down the pentacle is a 
sign of white magic.  Reversed with one 
down and two up. It is considered a sign of 
the Devi, with the two upward points 
reflecting Devil horns. Earth, practical 
matters, mundane concerns, foundations, 
material world, money and possessions 
 

Pentagram - A reversed pentacle, with 

one point down and two up is considered 
the sign of the Devil and an inversion of 
natural things 
 

Pillar -Balance and taking the middle 

path. Invoking spiritual powers and linking 
them to the material world, law, structure, 
dogma, supportive structures 
 

Pitcher- symbol for the womb and liquid 

vessel similar to a cup. 
Pomegranate -Fertility 
 

Pomegranate - Fertility, abundance, yoni 

 

Pool - Cleansing waters, intuition, feminine 

polarity, calming influence, reflection 
 

Pumpkin - Manifestation and harvest. 

 

Pyramid - resourceful innovation, 

ingenuity, force of will, self-development, 
focus and intention 
 

Queen - Mature feminine energy 

 

Rabbit - family, earth and fertility, alert and 

sensitive. Reactive. Instinctual, self-
preservation 
 

Rainbow - Promise of fruition, protection, 

happiness, spiritual initiation, 
multidimensional consciousness 

  

Ram - Aries, Mars, action, courage, 

tenacity, determination, aggression, 
territorial imperatives 
 

Red Feather - Red is the energy of the 

spirit, and a feather is the link between the 
physical world and spirit, therefore the red 
feather is soaring spiritual energy 
 

River - channelled energy, force of nature, 

flowing changing emotions, Vitality and 
renewal. Barriers to progress need to 
circumnavigate a situation. Passage of time. 
 

Road - Directing oneself toward a goal. 

Additional work to be done. Transition and 
or change 
 

Rose - Passion, beauty, romantic love, 

blood, union of the four elements when a 
five petaled rose is presented.  
 

Salamander - Fire, combining action 

and contemplation, renewal, regeneration, 
adaptability. An emblem of the element of 
fire and all that fire represents. The fire 
association is likely due to the ancient 
Roman naturalist Pliny the Elder, who 
claimed that a salamander could quench a 
fire with its body, and by the fact that 
salamanders often took refuge under logs 
and wood. The wood was brought in for a 
fire, and the salamanders would appear 
from the flames. 
 

Scales - Libra, balance, impartiality, 

fairness, truth, justice, compensation.  
Divine judgment, law and order. It 
represents the point when the sun crosses 
the equator southward. 
 

Scroll - Secret wisdom, law, occult 

knowledge 
 

Sceptre - Sovereignty, masculine power 
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Serpent - Wisdom, growth, kundalini, 

regeneration, cunning, hidden wisdom, 
esoteric and occult knowledge, androgyny 
 

Shell- Feminine symbol of water, beauty, 

and eroticism. 
 

Ship - Movement or change. The ship can 

also foretell of travel. A ship can also signify 
a shift in feelings about something. 
Additionally it can indicate support from an 
outside source. Feminine symbol of 
security, as the ship's interior acts as a 
womb. Messages, commerce, quest, 
adventure, passage. Intentions set forth into 
the world. 
 

Skeleton - Death of the flesh. 

 

Skull - Symbol of mortality but also spirit 

and energy because the skull is the most 
Resistant part of the human body to decay. 
 

Snail - Autonomy, self-reliance 

 

Snake - Ancient and complex animal 

symbol associated with fertility, the penis, 
the umbilical cord, gyration of birth, and the 
primeval life force. The snake suggests 
Earth, water, darkness and the underworld. 
Regenerative and self-sustaining properties 
are reflected in the shedding of its own skin. 
Duality of strength and danger as seen in 
the latent spiritual power suggested in the 
coiled yogic Kundalini snake: said to reside 
at the base of the spine. 
 
Soldier - Authority and law. 

 
Snow - purity, regeneration, a period of 

infertility, scarcity, need, inactivity 
 

Sphere - Perfection, totality, represents 

dominion over the earth 
 

 

Sphinx - The guardian of mysteries. The 

opposition and of light and dark. Eternal 

enigma who is the source of ancient wisdom 
containing the power to unlock the future. 
Guardians of the mystery. Originally a 
human-headed lion in Egypt offering sun 
god qualities, the symbol was romanticized 
by occultists. 
 

Staff - Support, stability, focus of will 

 

Stained Glass - Remembering to look at 

situations, events or people from a higher 
perspective. 
 

Stars - Illumination, direction, guidance. 

stars in the sky, embedded on royal crowns 
or on fabric reflect heavenly bod 

And the celestial realm. 
 

Sun - Growth and happiness, fertility and 

abundance. The self and ego. Light, 
direction and clarity of purpose 
 

Sunflower - Optimism, happiness 

 

Sword - Intellect, communication, logic 

and rational. Workings of the mind and 
thought. A tool for conquest, destruction. 
Honour & impartiality. 
 

Tent - Temporality because the tent is 

portable and usually assembled and 
Disassembled. 
 

Tetramorph-Tarot's Tetramorph is based 

on the four biblical Tetramorph found in the 
first chapter of Ezekiel who have the heads 
of a man, lion, ox, and eagle. 
 

Threshold -Space marking the boundary 

between realities. 
 

Throne - Authority, mastery and elevated 

place of observation and perspective. 
Higher knowledge. 
 

Tomb - Rest and repose. Transformation. 

Ending one phase and beginning another. 
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Towers - A link between the divine and the 

mundane built through focused intent. The 
state of the tower represented in the card 
characterizes the state of consciousness of 
the person/ persons involved. 
 

Town - Teamwork, cooperation, symbiosis, 

commerce, civilization and society, 
mainstream or collective thought. 
 

Tree - Universal symbol of life, 

interconnectedness, and bridge to other  
Realms. 
 

Triangle - The synthesis of two things 

which results in the creation of a third 
something. The trinity, Father Son, Holy 
Ghost. The triple Goddess, Maiden, Mother 
and Crone. Love 
 

Trumpet - Important messages, a call to 

action, a divine summoning 
 

Veil - Illusion, distortion, secrecy, hidden 

agendas, hidden knowledge, virginity, 
 

Venus Glyph - Women, Love, fertility, the 

planet Venus 
 

Wall - Safety, protection and security. 

Isolation, defensiveness, blocking out or 
keeping in 
 

Wand - element of Fire, initiation, action, 

force of will, motivation, power. Link 
between Spiritual energies and mundane. 
Heaven and earth coming together to 
manifest. 
 

Water - Emotion, intuition. Psychic 

energies. Flow and continuation of time and 
consciousness. Reflection, renewal and 
adaptation. 
 

Waterfall - Space of energy, creativity, 

and positive ions. 
 

Waves in Water - Emotional turbulence, 

subtle or gross sense of disruption. 
Distortion 
 

Wheat - Fertility, abundance, harvesting 

the dividends of labour. Sustainability and 
new life as the regular cultivation of grain in 
a grain-based culture represented continued 
life and assured sustenance for all. 
 

Wheel - Cycles, chaos, fate, momentum,  

 

Wind - Change, movement, force of 

nature, motivation 
 

Wings - Flight, travel, forthcoming 

messages, balance, and opposition, divine 
communication 
 

Wolf - Untamed nature, instinctual 

behaviours, independency, self-sufficiency. 
Subconscious fears, frightening thoughts.  
 

Wreath - Celestial symbol of perfection. In 

life, a symbol of domination and victory; in 
death, it is a symbol of resurrection. 
 

 

Yod - The 10th letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet which represents the presence of 

the Divine. 


