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Tarot’s history is long and it’s future is continuously unfolding 
and you are part of the ever expanding list of names that makes 
Tarot timeless.

The creators, artists and practitioners that have come before you 
have much wisdom to impart and learning about their lives and 
contributions is an absolutely vital component in your journey 
of practice.

These are only a few of the most famous names in the Tarot world 
and I encourage you to get to know them because now you are 
connected in the ever widening circle of Tarot practitioners.



John Dee
Vital Statistics

● Born - July 13, 1527
● Died in 1608 or 1609
● Astrologer
● Angel Communication
● Alchemy
● Divination Hermetic 

Philosophy

Famous for

Dr. John Dee was most famous for 
advising Queen Elizabeth 1 
through the use of Astrology and 
Tarot.



John Dee Contributions to Tarot

John Dee contributed much to the 
world of metaphysics and occult.

 He also was famous for creating 
one of England's largest libraries. 

He was a staunch advocate of 
England's expansion of the the 
British Empire and it was through 
these strongly held convictions 
that he used Tarot as one of the 
many tools to advise Queen 
Elizabeth the 1. 

John Dee was said to have used the 
cards to summon Angels



Jean-Baptiste Alliette Vital Statistics

● Born August 28th 1738
● Died December 12th 1791
● Author
● Tarot Occultist

Contributions to Tarot

Jean- Baptiste Alliette commonly 
know by the pseudonym Etteilla 
was the first person to popularize 
Tarot for divination to larger 
audiences. 

He was also the first known 
professional occultist to use 
Tarot to make a living.



Jean-Baptiste Alliette Contributions to Tarot

Etteilla, wrote a discourse ou 
manière de se récréer avec un jeu 
de cartes which translates 
loosely to “way of recreation with 
a deck of cards.” ). 

It features included the "spread", 
or disposition on the table, and 
strictly assigned meanings to each 
card both in regular and in 
reversed positions, characteristics 
that are still central to tarot 
divination today

 



Éliphas Lévi Vital Statistics

● Born February 8, 1810 
● Died May 31, 1875
● Author
● Ceremonial Magician

Contribution to Tarot

Levi’s blend of ceremonial magic, 
alchemy, Kabbalah and Tarot, 
based on the 16th century 
Christian Cabala of Athanasius 
Kircher, became the new standard 
teachings for European esoteric 
and magical studies. 



Éliphas Lévi Contributions to Tarot

Levi Associated each of the Major 
Arcana with a letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet placing them on 
the Kabbalistic Tree of Life. 

Éliphas’s belief that the four 
Hebrew letters of God’s name are 
supreme words of power were 
cited in the complete system of 
Tarot correspondences. 

When Levi’s concepts traveled 
across the English Channel  they 
were adopted and adapted by the 
Golden Dawn. 



Éliphas Lévi Contributions to Tarot

This became the foundations of 
esoteric tarot in the modern 
English-speaking world. 

Levi’s Hebrew letter 
correspondences can be observed 
on many modern decks such as the 
Knapp-Hall, Oswald Wirth, 
Universal Dali, and Tarot of the 
Ages.



Arthur Edward Waite Vital Statistics

● Born Oct. 2nd 1857
● Died May 19th 1942
● Author 
● Scholarly Mystic
● Co-creator of the Rider Waite 

Tarot

Contributions to Tarot

Waite was also the co-creator of the 
ever popular Rider-Waite Tarot deck 
and author of its companion book, 
the Key to the Tarot. 

Later in the next year, 1911 it was 
published in an expanded version an 
retitled, the Pictorial Key to the 
Tarot, a guide to Tarot reading. 



Arthur Edward Waite Contributions to Tarot

The Rider-Waite-Smith tarot was 
acknowledged  for being one of 
the first tarot decks to have all 78 
cards fully illustrated not only 
the 22 major arcana cards. 

It is known that the inspiration 
for this deck was partly provided 
by Sola-Busca Tarot (Northern 
Italy, 1491), the first and only fully 
illustrated Tarot deck up to the 
time of publication of the 
Rider-Waite Tarot.



Pamela Colman Smith Vital Statistics

● Born February 16, 1878
● Died September 18, 1951
● Artist 
● Commercial Illustrator

Contributions to Tarot

In 1901, Colman Smith joined the 
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, a 
British occult society. Here she met 
Arthur Edward Waite, with whom she 
co-created the Rider-Waite-Smith 
Tarot

Smith completed the art for the deck 
in the six months between April and 
October 1909. This is a short period of 
time for an artist to complete some 80 
pictures



Pamela Colman Smith Contributions to Tarot

Colman Smith was largely left to her 
own devices in terms of the card 
illustrations, particularly the minors. 
She was the first person to illustrate 
the cups, pentacles, wands and swords 
with actual scenes of their own. 

With all of this, you would think 
Pamela Colman Smith would be a 
widely-celebrated person. Shockingly, 
she received barely any money at all – 
little payment and no royalties – for 
the Rider-Waite-Smith tarot deck, 
whilst Waite naturally enjoyed fame 
and financial comfort. 



Pamela Colman Smith Contributions to Tarot

She made various attempts to make 
money throughout her life but none 
succeeded. In 1918 she moved to 
Cornwall, and little is known about 
her from this point onwards. She died 
penniless 1951.



Aleister Crowley Vital Statistics

● Born October 12, 1875
● Died Dec 1, 1947
● Author
● Occultist
● Co-creator of the Thoth Tarot
● Known as The Wickedest Man in 

the World
● Founded the religion Thelema, 

which became adopted by the 
Ordo Templis Orientis

Contribution to Tarot

Crowley co-created the Thoth 
deck with Lady Frieda Harris who 
was the Artist behind the beautiful 
depictions in the deck.



Aleister Crowley Contribution to Tarot

Crowley intended the deck to be a 
six-month project aimed at updating the 
traditional pictorial symbolism of the 
tarot. However, publication was  in 1969 by 
Ordo Templi Orientis.

The illustrations of the deck feature 
symbolism based upon Crowley's 
incorporation of imagery from many 
disparate disciplines, including science and 
philosophy and various occult systems (as 
described in detail in his Book of Thoth).

Crowley renamed several of the trumps, 
and also re-arranged the astrological 
and Hebrew alphabet correspondences of 
some cards, in accordance with his earlier 
book, Liber AL vel Legis (The Book of the Law)
 



Lady Frieda Harris
Vital Statistics

● Born 1877 in  London, England
● Died may 11 1962
● Artist
● Occultist
● Designer of the Thoth Tarot 

deck

Contribution to Tarot

Lady Harris was the artist and 
Co-creator of the Thoth Tarot.  
When Aleister chose her she was 6o 
years old. 



Lady Frieda Harris Contribution to Tarot

In the beginning Crowley intended 
the Thoth Tarot to be formatted 
more traditionally but Harris 
encouraged him to commit his 
occult, magical, spiritual and 
scientific views to the project.

Unlike Pamela Coleman Smith, Harris 
ws paid a weekly stipend for her 
work.

Additionally it was through her 
society contacts LAdy Harris was 
able to secure funding for the 
publication of the deck. 



Lady Frieda Harris Contribution to Tarot

This made Crowley nervous about his 
ownership of the deck and he quickly 
secured a Lawyer to protect his 66% 
investment in the project.

Working tirelessly from Crowley’s notes 
and sketches, she was known to have 
repainted a single card as many as 8 times 
to satisfy him.

At the beginning of the project Harris 
was a magical novice  but said she said she 
felt impelled by her Holy Guardian Angel 
to create images

that most accurately conveyed the 
deepest magical and spiritual meaning of 
each card.



Review



Review
Major 
Contributors

● John Dee

● Jean-Baptiste Alliette

● Éliphas Lévi

● Arthur Edward Waite

● Pamela Colman Smith

● Aleister Crowley

● Lady Frieda Harris

Key Concepts

Tarot’s history owes its longevity in no small part to 
the personalities that helped shape how we use Tarot 
today.

The creators, practitioners, artists and authors have 
all brought their unique touch to this uncanny tool 
of Divination and self discovery. 

Each of the people discussed today are but a very few 
of the countless practitioners and creators that 
contribute to the ever widening expanse of the Tarot 
world. How will you leave your mark?




